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Dean’s Message 
 Dear All, 

 

During this past year, people have come up to me, very tentatively, to ask me 
“how I was holding up” in my interim position as dean.  I think I surprised 
them when I replied that I was enjoying the experience thoroughly.  It has 
been gratifying to be given the chance to face new and significant duties and 
to get to know faculty and students from a new perspective. Reviewing faculty 
dossiers for long-term contract, promotion and sabbatical has afforded me 
the opportunity to become more familiar with their interests and research.  I 
am so impressed by the range of what they are involved in and what they 
know.  I’ve worked with students around the table at the Task Force for Social 
Justice in Teaching and Learning, heard their insights during discussions of Be-
yoncé’s effect on the discourse around race, learned about their research in-

terests at senior seminar class meetings and symposia.  All these events have made me happy they are at 
Lesley.   I know our new incoming dean, Steven Shapiro, will enjoy this role as much as I have, and I look for-
ward to working with him when he arrives in August. 

 

In my first message to the incoming students at the beginning of this academic year, I spoke about my hope 
that a sense of CLAS community would grow.  When I imagined community at that point, I pictured, rather 
naively, something large, overarching, including all our CLAS members in a big superdome-like structure of 
“school identity.”   I now find that model inadequate and unrealistic.   Real, vibrant and sustaining commu-
nity is formed in many and smaller units:  in classrooms; in the group of first-semester students who spear-
headed the “Meeting of the Minds” event in the fall and then later presented on it at Community of Schol-
ars Day; the Dean’s Open Houses that allowed the faculty and staff to share ideas and expertise on a range 
of different areas, from theoretical physics to women in Islam to projects completed during sabbaticals; the 
number of service and student activity organizations recognized at the Leadership Dinner on May 6th.  It is 
these events and groups that moor and sustain us.   

 

All best wishes for a productive and restorative summer. 

 

 

 

Christine Ann Evans, Ph.D. 

Interim Dean 

College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
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The Urban Scholars Initiative (USI), introduced in 2013, is graduating 
its first student, Natalia Rosa, who joined it in her sophomore year.  
This program recruits promising students in the Greater Boston area 
and beyond, many of whom are the first in their families to go to col-
lege, and supports their financial, emotional, and academic needs.  By 
Fall 2017, the USI expects to be able to provide opportunities for 60–
80 students.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Natalia Rosa’s words: 

 

With graduation fast approaching, I find myself reflecting on my four-year journey at Lesley Universi-
ty, and without a doubt, I can say that the Urban Scholars Initiative (USI) has had the biggest impact in my 
college career.  

 The Urban Scholar Initiative is a scholarship program that was envisioned by President Joe Moore 
and Provost Selase Williams. With their commitment to making college more affordable and helping stu-
dents further their education, they began working towards the establishment of USI. Along with Maritsa 
Barros, Director of USI, and other supportive Lesley staff members, USI launched its first year with only five 
students enrolled into the program, and I was one of those students.  

 At first I wasn’t sure what it really meant to be part of USI. I knew that it would be a great financial 
help throughout my years at Lesley, but later I came to realize that that was just the first of many ad-
vantages. Of course any college student will gladly accept a scholarship that makes college more affordable, 
but what makes USI unique is the fact that it goes beyond the financial support. After all,  I came to realize 
that tuition alone isn’t enough to help make a student successful.  

 The tuition discount, free books, and additional scholarships are all very important, but what further 
enables students to be successful throughout their college career is the support and guidance they receive. 
What differentiates USI from other college scholarships are the established mentorship, monthly seminars, 
and advisory sessions. USI has enabled students to build their confidence, impact the Lesley community, and 
take charge in shaping their college experience. To me, USI is a community of friends who’ve become family. 
From a family of five students to now a family of over 50 students, I am excited to see the program grow. 
This May I will become the first USI graduate, but I will enthusiastically keep cheering for the future USI 
grads!  
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The First CLAS Graduate of the 

Urban Scholars Initiative Program 

Natalia Rosa ‘16 

English Major 



 

   

This fall I worked 5 days a week as a student teacher at the East Somerville Com-
munity School, which is a K-8 neighborhood public school just a few miles north-
east of Lesley. When I first began considering sites for my senior practicum, I 
knew that I wanted to be in the district of Somerville and I was also interested in 
gaining experience working with young English language learners. With the help 
of Lesley’s field placement office, I was placed in a 2nd grade SEI Integrated class-
room and began student teaching this past September. 

 

The months I spent at the East Somerville Community School were an incredibly 
powerful and enriching experience. Not only do I feel prepared to have my own 
classroom in the fall, but I also feel that I have made a positive impact on the 
lives of children and families within the Somerville community. 

 

I came to Lesley four years ago because I wanted to make a difference in the 
world. I wanted to work with people, learn about different cultures, and engage 

children as life-long learners. My practicum allowed me to do just that. 

 

The 2nd grade classroom I spent each day in was full of cultural and linguistic diversity. Many of my students and 
their families came from El Salvador, Brazil, and Haiti and have a first language other than English. Over the 
course of the semester I discovered my passion for teaching children English as a second language. I challenged 
myself to learn all I could about the best strategies for elevating instruction for English language learners so I 
could provide my students with rich, engaging lessons that were accessible to them.  

 

The experience I gained utilizing Sheltered English Instruction techniques in an early childhood classroom was 
wonderful, but what I learned about the importance of valuing other cultures in education is immeasurable. To 
see the glow on a child’s face when they are given the opportunity to teach you and their peers about their life, 
their family, and their world is truly remarkable. 

 

When you are studying to be a teacher, there are not many textbooks that prepare you for sending notices home 
to parents who are illiterate – in any language. This was one of the greatest learning moments during my student 
teaching.  

 

How can you expect parents to promote the development of literacy skills at home when they themselves have 
limited literacy skills? I learned there is a way. Respect them. Empower them. Show them that the stories they 
hold in their minds and in their hearts are just as important as the books their child reads in school. A meaningful 
story guided by a wordless picture book can ignite a passion for learning in a student faster than any passage 
from a chapter book ever could. 

 

Above all, my practicum at the East Somerville Community School showed me just how valuable these children 
are to our society. As long as I am a teacher I will fight for them and their families, because they have welcomed 
me and taught me more than any class or any textbook ever could. I am so thankful to Lesley for providing me 
with this opportunity to grow as a student and as an educator. 

 

 

A Transformative Internship 
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Allison Kennedy  ‘16 

Early Childhood Education and 

Child Studies Major 
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The CLAS Academic Advising Center is proud to announce the selection of 30 new and returning Peer Advi-
sors for the 2016-2017 Academic Year. The new cohort recently began working as a team in their Peer Ad-
vising Orientation and is now looking towards the summer where they will engage in training and supporting 
incoming students during summer orientation.   Each new member went through a rigorous selection pro-
cess that included nominations from faculty and staff, submission of an application, two letters of recom-
mendation, and participation in an interview with advising center staff.   New and Returning Peer Advisors 
joining the 2016-2017 include: 
 
Class of 2017 
Meagan Ball, Casey Bogusz, Jenna Desmond, Ashley Incatasciato, Megan Kenyon, Rebecca Nydam, Melanie 
Nelson, Sairanny Rodriguez 
 
Class of 2018 
Elizabeth Bileau, Nadine El Essawi, Elyssa Glassman, Sarah Hollis, Jacob Keating, Kimberly Johnson, Michelle 
Wronski, Samantha LaCroix, Cheyenne MacDonald, Emily Rose Navarro, Sarah Robinson, Michaela Swift 
 
Class of 2019 
Grace Ahn, Lia Applebaum, Lindsay Bouchard, Emmaleigh Diecidue, Cassidy Donahue, Lesley Ells, Dulce Gon-
zalez-Sagastume, Shannon Leavenworth, Isabella Mazza, Steven Newman 

 

 

 

CLAS Academic Advising Center Welcomes a New 

Peer Advising Cohort for the 2016-2017 Year 
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New and Returning Peer Advisors of the 2016-2017 cohort working together on a team building  
activity at Peer Advising Orientation on April 15th, 2016. 



 

   

Natural Sciences and Math faculty and students were well represented at Community of Scholars Day.  

Julie Shoemaker led an interdisciplinary panel that discussed “Studying the Environment Across Divisions: A Vi-

sion of Unity” as part of our effort to review and revise this important major. Read about it here: 

http://www.lesley.edu/news/2016/04/community-of-scholars-demonstrates-power-of-knowledge/ 

Angela Vierling-Claassen presented a session on “Visual Mathematics: Functions, Fractals, and Infinity”; lab tech-

nician Nataliya Ryzhenko and Environmental Science major Tyler Burns presented their work on the power of 

magnification in a session entitled “Through the Microscope”; several Natural Science and Math students, some 

with professors, presented posters, including a poster on independent study work entitled “Biodynamic Farming: 

An Urban, Community-Based Exploration,” presented by Aileen Belwood (adjunct, Science and Ethics of Garden-

ing) with students Alycia McDonough and Hanna Wennerberg (this poster was presented at another regional 

conference as well: The Spirit of Sustainable Agriculture http://projects.iq.harvard.edu/

spirit_of_sustainable_agriculture/home); a research poster from a science capstone class entitled “Vegetation 

and Land Use Effects on Bird Richness: A Cambridge Perspective,” by students Nathan Coney and Dani McDonald 

(see the poster in hall near the labs on UH second floor; this poster will be revised with 2016 data and presented 

at the July 2017 International Conference on Conservation Biology in Cartegena, Columbia); a poster on inde-

pendent study work on “The Brilliance of Kingdom Plantae: A Proposal for the Exploration of Plant Intelligence” 

by student Dani McDonald; and a research poster by Quamrul Hassan (Chemistry) and student Madeline Spen-

cer entitled “How Cells Communicate: A Study of PKCdelta Phosphorylation Efficiency.”  

Seniors Victoria Gordon (English and Secondary Education) and John Belmont (English and Creative Writing) pre-
sented their capstone work for the Senior Seminar with Critical Methods in Literature on Community of Scholars 
Day.  Victoria examined Gabriel García Márquez’s short stories to explore the relationship between his charac-
ters and their physical environment, and the central role of myth-making. Her work emphasized the connection 
between these elements and the magical realism that is so characteristic of García Márquez’s work. John exam-
ined the dramas of American playwright Sam Shepard to discuss how he deconstructs damaging notions of mas-
culinity. John explored the way in which Sam Shepard shapes the men of his dramas to void them of hindering 
afflictions and concepts that bind them to ineptitude. Together, John and Victoria discussed discovering, devel-
oping, and modifying methods from various areas of cultural studies to enhance readings of literature. 

A group of seven first-year students – including Kaitlin Thibeau, Lizzie Gallagher, Taylor Toumayan, Isabella 

Mazza, Lia Applebaum, Josimar Sorto, and Izabella Dillon – presented a panel discussion on their experiences 

planning a special event for Lesley’s first-year students.  The talk, entitled “The Main Minds,” centered around 

what it was like for the student leaders to work as a team and be actively involved in the Lesley community. They 

discussed insights gained through their creation of a mock game show, which they called “Meeting of the 

Minds,” that they produced in December 2015 in Marran Theatre for professors and students.  The game show 

featured many members of the faculty from across departments and schools who fielded questions from stu-

dents, covering topics ranging from their backgrounds to their passions to their educational and career paths.  In 

their COS panel discussion about planning the event, the student leaders described what they learned about 

group dynamics, how students collaborate, and the benefits of involvement in a school community. 

 

About her experience on the panel, Kaitlin Thibeau said, “The biggest thing I took away from the panel was self-
growth and really pushing myself to do things that I never really imagined I could do.”  For Lizzie Gallagher, pre-
senting in the conference was "the academic peak of my freshman year. It made me look back and realize that I 
had come such a long way and really grown as a person, student, team member, and leader over the past few 
months. I was so proud of my team and myself."  
 

 

CLAS at Community of Scholars Day 
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In October 2014 found out I had been accepted as a participant 

on Alternative Spring Break (ASB). I was excited, I was nervous, I 

was hopeful. I was a freshman and the first thing I kept thinking 

was, am I going to be lonely? What if I don’t make any friends? 

What if everyone else is an upperclassman? Little did I know that 

this would be the trip of a lifetime and my worries had no weight 

compared to the magic of what was to come in April 2015.  The 

months before the trip were focused on community, team build-

ing, and getting to know each other. That was the beginning of my 

ASB experience, and after that, I knew I couldn’t let it end there.  

It didn’t. 

 

In September 2015 I was chosen to be a leader of Alternative 

Spring Break 2016 with co-leader Linda DaSilva.  Our group was 

going to Roanoke, VA, while another group, led by Anaelle Seide 

and Shelby Majure, was heading to Asheville, NC.   In the months before the trip we were doing non-stop fundraising, 

schedule building and planning meeting after meeting until March 12th at 4am when we departed Lesley University 

for this journey that we had planned down to a T for 6 months. We arrived in Virginia around 7:30pm, exhausted, re-

lieved, and hungry. We stayed at a YMCA in Gainsboro, VA and were hosted by an amazing staff of people; a woman 

named Bobbi helped set up all of the service opportunities we had for that week, and some amazing board members 

provided us with dinner every night we stayed there. The first night we had a truly southern meal including fried chick-

en, mac & cheese, green beans, and a cake prepared by a man named Bread, who became a group favorite over the 

week because of his unending kindness and hospitality. We went to a range of different service sites during our week 

there.  On Monday we worked at the Rescue Mission with dedicated community members who showed us the ropes 

and were so happy to have us there; Tuesday we were busy at Habitat for Humanity at one of their ReStores, a place 

where people in the community can go and get household items, including furniture and all different kinds of appli-

ances for a much lower price than they would at chain stores; Wednesday we were at Explore Park, a nature reserva-

tion and green space, for a river clean up; Thursday we had the chance to work at two different sites, the first one  at 

an urban farm a pastor started so that community members had a source of fresh foods and so they could educate 

the youth on where their food comes from; the second site was at another YMCA in the area,  where we cleaned up 

the playground, laid mulch, and did some extensive grounds work for the children’s program.  When we finished we 

saw the kids go and play on a playground we had prepared for them.   We got to see the full circle of our work.  On 

Friday we collaborated with students from the University of Maryland to do some intense work in 2 different commu-

nity gardens that were initiated by the Goodwill Foundation to help “at-risk” youth by providing opportunities for 

structured activity that will be useful to them in the future. The service project allowed us to work with some ex-

tremely passionate and motivated members of the community to set up projects that would be sustainable, not just 

for the time we were there, but after we left as well. We kept reiterating that we are here to give people a hand up, 

not a hand out.  

This was the most important experience I’ve had during my time at Lesley, and it’s important to me to know that we 

have this program and that many other people will have the chance to experience what I did.  My ASB Family is a 

group of supportive, kind and inspirational human beings who will undoubtedly make positive changes in this world 

and on this campus.  

 

Alternative Spring Break 

Kaelyn Anderson ‘18 

Sociology and Social Change Major 
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Victoria Gordon’s (English and Secondary Education Major 
’16) senior thesis, “Identity Construction and Development in 
the Modernist Bildungsroman,” examines how Modernist 
thinking and styles influence the construction of the “self” and 
of self-formation in the Bildungsroman. Her analysis focuses 
on James Joyce’s A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man and 
Oscar Wilde’s The Picture of Dorian Gray. Her work draws 
from the psychoanalytic theory of Jacques Lacan and Sigmund 
Freud (as well as more contemporary scholars such as Jane 
Gallop and Slavoj Žižek), in order to examine how these novels 
deviate from more traditional examples of the Bildungsroman 
in their portrayal of psychological experience and selfhood. In 
her thesis, Victoria traces the development of the protago-
nists, Stephen and Dorian, examining their relationships with 
society and their and evolving notions of desire, purpose, and 
identity. The purpose of her work has been to understand 
how the style and progression of these novels eliminate the 
possibility of “successful” and “harmonious” maturation es-
tablished by the traditional Bildungsroman.  

 The College of Liberal Arts and Sciences and the Child Homelessness Initiative screened the film Wounded 
Places, part of The Raising of America: Early Childhood and the Future of our Nation documentary series on 
April 6 in the University Hall Amphitheater. 

“Some children in America who are growing up in the face of poverty and violence develop symptoms that 
are remarkably similar to PTSD-afflicted soldiers. The big difference is these children never leave the combat 
zone,” according to the film. 

A panel discussion followed the screening, led by Dr. Joanne Szamreta, a professor of education at Lesley Uni-
versity and an adviser to the university’s Child Homelessness Initiative (CHI). Other panelists included Assis-
tant Professor of Psychology Diana Direiter and Director of the Lesley Institute for Trauma Sensitivity Dr. Sal-
vatore Terrasi. Terri Chebot, from the Center for Early Relationship Support at Jewish Family and Children's 
Services, offered information on supporting parents of young children who are in recovery from substance 
abuse. 

“The subject of trauma has become more widely recognized for the simple reason that people are suffering,” 
says Dr. Lisa Fiore, a professor of education and director of the Child Homelessness Initiative. “Suffering may 
be a natural part of the human condition, but for young children, the ability to form meaningful, trusting rela-
tionships with adults in their lives is of critical importance. One way to better affect positive change in the 
lives of children in transition is to better understand the complexity of their experiences.” 

 

 

 

 

 

Honors Thesis in English Literature 

Victoria Gordon ‘17 

English and Secondary 

Education Major 

Wounded Places Screening and Discussion 
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Corrosion 
 

(Linen, paper, bone, metal wire, rust, wood, cutting board, light 

fixture, naturally dyed cloth, butterfly wings. Dye moderates: tea, 

coffee, vinegar) 

 

Having always been acutely aware of my surroundings, there exists a passion within me to note the organic 

detail of any environment I am surrounded by. Whether I am hiking in the woods, walking city streets to 

class, or cleaning up a community garden, I naturally observe and appreciate my surroundings, careful to 

keep my mind in the present moment. Through this innate practice of finding beauty in unnoticed artifacts 

that are often overlooked, I am motivated to produce art allowing me to interact with my surroundings.  My 

art ultimately celebrates my experiences in the natural world.   

  

This collection embodies my personal experiences within the urban setting. The art I have created repre-

sents a personal, visual, tactile journey, with each object recording a moment that I have experienced or 

witnessed over the past several months.  Over time I collected a wide variety of items ranging from cloth, 

berries, rusted metal and discarded items that were determined to have no use.  Through artistic experi-

mentation, I interact with them using alternative processes.  The art becomes a collaboration between the 

object and artist.  As I travel through the mindful yet spontaneous process of combining materials and ap-

plying techniques, even I am unable to predict the outcome until it appears before me as a finished product. 

Just like rust, my art represents the slow transformation of one element into another.  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Art Therapy Senior Capstone Show 

Michelle St. Amour ‘16 

Art Therapy Major 
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Kosmos 
 

(materials: copper wire, sycamore bark, composted soil, beehive, river birch 

bark, ceramic leaves, branches, driftwood tree stump, seashells invaded by bor-

ing sponges, lavandula) 

 

Kosmos: the patterned nature or process of all domains of existence from matter to mind to God, and not 

merely the physical universe (Wilber, K., 1996).  

 

An ageless knowing has walked with me since a young age of crooked teeth and speckled skin. The dots that 

always left me feeling different from others have found in their chaotic complexities a pattern aligning with 

something much larger, the cosmos. My freckles, irreversible and without order, they are gifts. Humans as a 

species are a physical manifestation of the natural world; we carry existence in patterns not different than 

those of the natural world. I have always sought bounty in solitude. In this knowing I began to draw parallels 

between my physical body and the trees, my meandering thoughts and the rivers, my vibratory energy and 

the impact it had to those around me, like that of a dew drop returning to the ocean. Like a tree, as humans 

we grow out and up, we hold and maintain a homeostatic core, we expand with each experience, we con-

sume on all levels, we rot and decompose, becoming nutrients.  

 

Each material in the kinetic mobile was a gift from my travels with loved ones by the seaside or in the wood-

lands I first knew as home. The gentle and brittle composition of the syca-

more bark lends itself to rapid growth and expansion, holding forms that 

bewildered my knowing. Out of my endless curiosity I began to hang the 

bark from my windows, noting their twirls whenever I shared in their pres-

ence. My backbone of thought stemmed from immersing my awareness in 

extended solitude in the natural world. Assemblage was completed as a 

dance among the natural elements. As the wind tangled the strings, I 

watched the bountiful collection of artifacts twirl together and apart, simi-

lar to the nature of our human interactions. My creative process exists as a 

means of scavenging and a lending of my awareness to each organism my 

path intuitively overlaps with. Allow your awareness to wander to the 

banks of its shoreline, see what you remember. You carry a gentle yet vital 

existence.  

 

 

Jenny Levine ‘16 

Expressive Arts Therapy 

Major 
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On Monday, April 25, 2016, Lesley University held its first chartering and in-

duction ceremony for the Phi Eta Sigma National Honor Society for under-

graduate students in the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences (CLAS) and the 

College of Art and Design (LUCAD). To be eligible for Phi Eta Sigma, under-

graduate students in any discipline must have earned at least a 3.5 GPA in 

their first year in college. Diep H. Luu is the founding chapter adviser and 

Gianna Goode is the co-chapter adviser.  

Founded in 1923 at the University of Illinois, Phi Eta Sigma is the nation's old-

est and largest honor society for first-year college and university students in 

all disciplines. Inspired by the past and dedicated to the future, the Society's 

mission is to encourage and reward academic excellence among freshmen in 

institutions of higher learning. 

 

Crest of Phi Eta Sigma National Honor Society 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student inductees: at right and at left, family members, faculty, staff, and administrators gathered in Wash-

burn Hall to celebrate the achievements of 94 students who were inducted into the Lesley Chapter of Phi 

Eta Sigma. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Elaine Powell, Executive Director of Phi Eta Sigma, flew in from the National Office in Bowling Green, Ken-

tucky to charter the Lesley Chapter. 

 

Lesley Chapter of Phi Eta Sigma Chartered 
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The symposium, entitled “We are family!,”  was held in University Hall on Friday, April 25th, 2016. The sym-
posium was developed by Social Sciences faculty in an effort to provide our students with a public forum to 
present their research.  We chose the title, “We are family!” to highlight the common themes that exist in 
our five majors (Children, Youth, & Family Studies, Global Studies, Human Services, Political Science, and So-
ciology & Social Change). Students were sent a call for papers and submitted their work for review.  Seven 
students were accepted and presented their papers in front of faculty and fellow students.  We hope to 
build on this symposium each year to highlight the excellent work our students produce in the Social Scienc-
es Division.  The students who presented and the titles of their presentations are listed below:   

 

Hannah Currier  “Race and Class as Sources of Education Inequality in the United States” 

Miranda Hays   “Oaxaca:  Women’s Roles and Family Dynamics” 

Allison Kennedy  “Classroom Management in the Urban Early Childhood” 

John Mackernan  “Economic Inequality in the United States” 

Kristina Recher  “Student Leadership” 

Sairanny Rodriguez   “The American Education System:  Equal Opportunity for All?” 

Michaela Swift   “The Adolescent Self Image” 

 

 

Inaugural Social Sciences Research Symposium 
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What do the following words and 
phrases have in common? — ear-
ly childhood education, democra-
cy, documentation, gelato. CLAS 
education students and faculty 
who recently traveled to Reggio 
Emilia, Italy  know the answer. 
Elena Pereira, Sarah Gardner, Ri-
ley Curda, and Sarah Hollis joined 
Professors Lisa Fiore and Joanne 
Szamreta — and over 400 educa-
tors from around the world — 
April 17-22 to learn about the mu-
nicipal infant-toddler centers and 
preschools in the city recognized 
globally for its approach to early 
childhood education. The study 
tour featured visits to centers and 
preschools, dialogues with city 

officials and educators, and cultural exchanges and visits to historical sites. With an emphasis on the power 
of relationships — between children and adults, children and their environment, and families and the broad-
er community — study tour participants engaged in deep learning about the rights of children and the spirit 
of democracy that supports schools and human interactions. While Lesley has taken delegations of partici-
pants to Reggio Emilia in past years, this is the first year that scholarship funds were available to students, 
thanks to the continued success of the Lesley University Reggio Emilia-inspired Institute, currently in its 24th 
year. The network of educators around the world committed to the empowerment and respect that all chil-
dren deserve is truly inspiring, and has a direct impact on the teaching and learning of Lesley students, and 
the students with whom they do (and will) engage on a daily basis.  

Page 13 
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Students and Faculty Travel to  

Reggio Emilia 
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Faculty News 

Angela Vierling-Claassen (Mathematics) has had a paper accepted to the Jour-
nal of Humanistic Mathematics entitled “Review of Mathematics to Model So-
cial Change: The Case of the Rise of Acceptance of Same-Sex Relationships.” 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Sonia Pérez-Villanueva continues working on her book on cultural and 
literary representations of violence against women in Spain (16th-21st cen-
turies). Dr. Pérez-Villanueva presented a paper entitled "The Politics of Influ-
ence in Representations of Violence against Women: A Comparative Study of 
Jordi Galcerán’s Paraules encadenades (1995) with Early Modern Wife Mur-
der Plays” at the 2016 Association of Hispanic Classical Theatre Symposium 
on Golden Age Theater, in El Paso, Texas (March 30-April 2, 2016). Her article 
"The ‘Beauty’ of Suffering: Representations of Violence against Women in 
Spain–from María de Zayas to Alicia Luna and Iciar Bollaín” was accepted for 
publication in the peer-reviewed journal Hispanic Review (University of 
Pennsylvania) and is scheduled to appear in the Spring 2016 issue (Vol. 84.2).  

 

From April 7-9, 2016 Jenny Levine (Expressive Arts Therapy, CLAS, 16), 
Ann Ziergiebel (PhD Educational Studies, GSOE 16) and Dean of Faculty, 
Amy Rutstein-Riley (Social Sciences & GSOE) represented The Girlhood 
Project at the Inaugural Meeting of the International Girls’ Studies Associ-
ation in Norwich, England. The session, The work of girlhood: A journey of 
relational pedagogy and scholarship, drew an international audience of 
girlhood scholars, activists, and leaders. Jenny Levine, TGP Program Coor-
dinator, spoke to her experience as an emerging girlhood scholar and the 
ways in which feminist pedagogy and praxis inform the development of a 
scholarly identity for the girls and college students who participate in 
TGP. The IGSA conference, held at University of East Anglia, brought to-
gether girls and girlhood studies scholars and activists from around the 
globe, and Lesley University was well represented. 



 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Promotions 
The following CLAS faculty  have been promoted from Assistant Professor to Associate Professor (pending 

approval by the Board of Trustees) 
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Joshua Baldwin 

Associate Professor of  

Human Services 

Quamrul Hassan 

Associate Professor of Chemistry 

Sonia Perez-Villanueva 

Associate Professor of Spanish 

Ron Lamothe 

Associate Professor of History 



 

   

 Recipients of CLAS Fellowship 
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Mary Dockray-Miller looks to expand her existing article on the impact of women of the 
inclusion of Anglo-Saxon in the curriculum of the early women’s colleges in the US in the 
19th century. She has outlined the proposed book Philology as Equity: Anglo-Saxon Lan-
guage and Literature in the American Women’s College, and Expect to get the manuscript 
to press in the late Spring 2017. 

 

 

Quamrul Hassan seeks to investigate the activity and kinetic analysis of 
Protein Kinase C, resulting in a manuscript for publication.  He sees the planned research 
work having considerable positive impact on the development of Lesley student research 
environment. 

  

 

Ron Lamothe plans to develop his book project focused on the pro-independence role of 
U.S. Civil War veterans who served as trainers and officers in the Egyptian army in the 
1870s.  He expects his research to lead to professional conference presentations as well. 

  

 

Janet Sauer, based on a qualitative research project conducted with her students and lo-
cal families, looks to develop two or three case studies of young people with high-
incidence disabilities for use in Lesley courses, professional development workshops, and 
possible journal publication. 
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Recipients of Global Center Fellowships 

Kazuyo Kubo, "Traveling The Cultural 
Bridge: Japanese Representation Across 

Generations" 

Amy Gooden, “ESL Support Services at 
Lesley: Design and Development” 



 

   

Christine Evans, “Disputed French Historical Narratives and Contested Identities 
after the Second World War” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lisa Fiore, “Child Homelessness: A Multidisciplinary Perspective” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

David Morimoto, “Random Walk in a Small World” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Robert Wauhkonen, “Ecocriticism and Literary Study” 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to Faculty going on Sabbatical 
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Joshua Baldwin, “Undergraduate Student Attitudes Towards Incarcerated Indi-
viduals” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Liv Cummins, “International Arts Festival”    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kim Lowe, “Recovering Humanity, Remaking Rights:  The Red Cross in Interwar 
Europe” 

 

 

 

 

Clara Ronderos, “Pensamiento y vida”: Sujeto femenino privado y publico en 
los poemas de Agripina Montes del Valle” (Thought and Life:  The private and 

public female subject in the poems of Agripina Montes del Valle) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aaron Smith, “Collar” (collection of poetry) 

Recipients of  Faculty Life and Development Grants 
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Candlepins Bowling Championships Help Fund a College Education 
Jon Boudreau, CLAS 2017 English major, is also a champion candlepin bowler. Most recently, he won the 
2016 Easter 20-stringer Championship with a 2631 total score, 101 pins ahead of 2nd place; he was the 
youngest bowler ever to win the tournament. Jon has paid his textbook bill every term at Lesley from his 
candlepin winnings.  In 2013/2014, he was ranked second in the Pro Series Tour; this year, he’s dropped to 
15th because of some weekend classes that forced him to miss competitions.  

 

In Jon’s words: 

A few words about the game.  Candlepin is a much different game than tenpin. The pins are about 15 inch-
es high and just a couple of inches in width. The diameter of the ball is about 4 ½ inches. Deadwood (pins 
knocked down) is left on the pindeck for the bowler to shoot, requiring much skill with angles – knowing 
how the deadwood (referred to as “wood”) will react is a key component of playing the game successful-
ly. The game requires a sharp eye. The top candlepin bowlers average between 125-130. Most of our 

tournaments range in attendance from 30-40 bowlers, to 75+ (depending on the format and entry fee) so there is a fair amount of 
competition in most professional tournaments. The game exists only in New England and parts of Maritime Canada.  

 

I began bowling at age 3. My parents ran a league. I also grew up watching the various candlepin TV shows (which, unfortunately, 
are off the air). At age 8, I began bowling in youth championships and amassed a great record, accruing 56 titles in various events 
over 8 years. At age 16, hall-of-famer Peter Flynn invited me to bowl on his team in the World Team Championships in Nova Sco-
tia. I accepted the offer, and had to give up my amateur status in order to do so. It is currently my 5th year in the professional cir-
cuit. I have been lucky enough to compete with both younger and older professional bowlers; some of them were winning tourna-
ments as far back as 1975! I have bowled with greats from the 1970s and 1980s such as Peter Flynn, Det Klein, Mark Gregory, Jim 
Barber, and many others. I also compete with some of today’s greats such as Jeff Surette (arguably the current best bowler in can-
dlepin), Dave Barber, Shawn Baker, Chris Boisvert, Shawn McKinley, David Godwin, and Brandon Marks, to name a few.  

Brendan Creane (pictured left), a Child Studies major and Education minor, was hired at his internship site, Cen-
ter for Families.  As part of his internship he worked in the playgroups and did fatherhood outreach. 

 

Kristina Aiello, a Secondary Education and English Major, will be attending Boston University next year to com-
plete an Ed.M. in Curriculum and Teaching. 

 

Ali Russo, a junior Creative Writing major and Photography minor, wrote a piece entitled “Reading with the Sens-
es at Lesley University” published in artscope April 1, 2016.  In this article Ali reviewed the exhibition 

"Reading with the Senses,” then showing in the Nancy and Robert Edwards Gallery of the Lunder Center, and interviewed its guest 
curator, Ruth R. Rogers.  In Rogers’s words, the concept behind the show was the “reading” necessary to understand complex 
pieces.  “Works like those you will see here take many different forms, but they have one common feature: they reveal them-
selves slowly, and therefore require close reading.” 

 

Jessica Rizkallah, a Creative Writing major who graduated in February, was accepted into New York University’s MFA Program. 

 

NSM faculty have chosen their 2016 award recipients. Health Wilson and Ellen Costa will share the 2016 Endowed Norman Dee 

Prize for excellence in science education. They will split the $1300 available this year thanks to the generosity of Norman Dee, 

former professor, and his wife Joan.  

Student News 
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Jon Boudreau ‘17 

English Major 

 


